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EBENEZER!!! 


Completing thirteen years of continuous publication this Journal has, from its 
beginning, been dedicated to those things which make a church strong and tts wit- 
ness effective. This has included emphasis on things of the spirit and, at times, 
constructive criticism, where such criticism was needed. 


We urge our readers to cooperate fully with the Forward With Christ move- 
ment, 


We earnestly solicit your prayers for our chiirch, our ministry The Journal— 
for a deeper spiritual emphasis in our own personal lives and in the corporate life 
of the church as a whole. 


a 


May God give us the wisdom and the grace to glorify His name, honor Hts 
word, strengthen faith, win souls and advance the work of His Kingdom as we 
enter our fourteenth year. : | 
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EDITORIALS 


ot 


Cooperation Is O Integration 


From a number of sources we have been 
specifically asked if, “now that union is defeat- 
ed,” we will rally to a united effort in our 
Church, laying special emphasis on the ‘For- 
ward With Christ Movement?” 


The answer is an equivocal yes. The recent 
issues of this Journal also prove this position. 


But, at the same time, we insist that the 
leadership of our Church face the facts. Not 
only has union been defeated, it has been 
devastatingly defeated. So far 41 Presbyteries 
have voted against the proposed Plan of union 
and several others will almost certainly be added 
to that number. 


An analysis of the vote shows that the ma- 
jority of the votes cast, the majority of the 
constituency of our church, and eyen a possible 
majority of the existing Presbyteries are against 
union. 


This sentiment in our church must be rec- 
ognized. However, we are finding through vari- 
ous recommendations and overtures that a new 
type of “cooperation” is being advocated which 
is not cooperation at all, it is integration. Fur- 
thermore, if some have their way the General 
Assembly will instruct various agencies and 
boards to “cooperate” through the integration 
of their existing work with that of their oppo- 
site numbers in other churches. 


In our judgment it is both unwise and un- 
ethical to involve an agency or a board of the 
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church in a controversial matter. These agencies 
and boards are competent and also free to co- 
operate inside and outside the bounds of the 
church when and where they think best. But, 
they work at a distinct disadvantage when ‘‘au- 
thorized and instructed” to follow policies 
which their exper lence and best judgment dic- 
tate otherwise. 


Unfortunately, those who have opposed 
union are, in many places, now finding them- 
selves misrepresented and even viciously attacked 
by some who are deeply disappointed by the 
result of the Presbyteries’ vote. This must cease. 


We feel that we are speaking for the proven 
majority in our Church when we insist that 
efforts directed toward organic union shall be 
discontinued; open or indirect, immediate or 
long-range. We frankly admit that much of the 
leadership in our church has favored and 
worked for organic union. We feel that fairness 
and wisdom will dictate that there now be in- 
corporated into the leadership of the Church 
a larger number of those who represent the 
feelings and desires of the Church as a whole. 
At present there is little to indicate that such 
will be done—but, we think such a policy emi- 
nently fair, wise and necessary. 


Had the proponents of union been more 
willing to heed the objections of others taking 
a different viewpoint, and, had the specific com- 
mittee to which was assigned the task of pre- 
paring the Plan been more representative of the 
conservative and constructive opposition we be- 
lieve the situation in the Church would be very 
different today. 


Therefore, the wise course for the oncoming 
General Assembly, and for our Church as a 
whole shall be that in every activity of the 
Church the actual thinking and will of the 
Church shall be adequately represented. 
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At the present time this is not the case, but 
it should be and it can well bring the greatest 
blessings our Church has ever experienced. 

—H. B. D. 


Sitting Where Our People Sit 


“And I sat where they sat, and remained 
there astonished among them seven days.” 
(Ezekiel 3:15b.) 


“Sometimes we preachers, perhaps uncon- 
sciously, live lives which are aloof from our 
people. We are busy in our study, occupied with 
the routine and necessary work of the church, 
and forget where our members are and what 
they are doing. Unless some sad experience 
comes our way we may not even share in their 
burdens and sorrows. We preach on the Lord’s 
Day from some theme which has come to us, 
and perhaps we’ preach a good sermon, but it 
does not meet the need of some burdened or 
tempted soul. We have not been sitting where 
that person sat during the time of temptation 
or sorrow. 


I read recently of one young minister who 
felt so strongly about this side of his ministry 
that he went to the factory where many of his 
members worked and worked with them for 
days. By doing so he knew first-hand something 
of their trials and problems. Probably this would 
be impracticable, or even unwise, for most of 
us to attempt, but there ought to be some way 
for us to know by personal experience just what 
our people have to endure. Job, when under- 
going his awful trial, said to his would-be com- 
forters who misunderstood altogether his case, 
“I also could speak as ye do: if your soul were 
in my soul’s stead, I could heap up words 
against you, and shake mine head at you.” 


It is a wonderful thing to be like Ezekiel : 
to sit where his people sat. But we have a 
far Greater than Ezekiel here. Our blessed Lord 
and Master came into the world to “sit where 
we sit.” He was a Carpenter before He was 
a Preacher and Teacher. He pitched His tent 
beside ours. He was touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities and tempted as we are, yet 
without sin. He is able to be our Perfect High 
Priest, and our Personal Friend. May God give 
us grace to follow in His footsteps, and be able 
to really enter into the everyday life of those 
to whom we preach. It will “astonish” us as 
it did the prophet Ezekiel. 


A Crucial Distinction 


_ The point where evangelical Christianity and 
liberalism divides can be pin-pointed. It is this: 
Can reason supersede revelation? If one insists 
that human reason has the right to reject revela- 
tion and accept philosophical conclusions, then 
the very foundation of Christianity has been 
undermined. 


We realize that immediately we will be 
charged with an extreme statement. But, carried 
into the scientific field: A sterile medium for 
the growing of organisms is protected by, shall 
we say, a Sterile glass dish or cover. Admit, even 
for a fraction of a second, the outside air, and 
the whole medium (agar, broth or other ma- 
terial) , becomes contaminated and only a short 
time will make plain for all to see that a 
multitude of organisms have started to grow 
in what was once a sterile field. 


Just so, admit the right of human reason to 
have precedence over divine revelation, and 
unlimited digressions from truth will be the 
inevitable result. This is not to say that man 
should not use reason. Of course he should. 
God has given man a mind, intelligence, and 
the powers of reasoning, deduction and arriving 
at conclusions, But, God has also given revela- 
tions of Himself and of divine truth which 
man could never have arrived at independently 
of divine revelation itself. It is at this point 
that human philosophy must bow, otherwise 
we have man making a of himself and 
presuming to argue with God. 


The philosophical approach says, “This con- 
clusion is true, not because the Bible says so 
but because reason and logic lead to this posi- 
tion.”” On the other hand, reverent faith asserts: 
“This is true because it is clearly affirmed in 
God’s Word.” 


The doctrine of the Virgin Birth gives an 
apt illustration of the point. 


The modernist rejects the. Virgin Birth be- 
cause he does not consider the Scriptural record 
on this event either inspired or accurate. He 
also rejects it because it does not meet his view 
of scientific possibility. 


The liberal says the Virgin Birth is “not 


essential”! He may accept or reject it, depend- 
ing on whether the Biblical account and the 
implications seem reasonable to accept. 
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The evangelical accepts the Virgin Birth, first 
because it is clearly affirmed in the Scriptures. 
To this faith is also added the testimony of 
reason that it is the only logical explanation of 
the incarnation and all that that implies. 


Some may say that it makes no difference 
which channel of argument is used, just so the 
conclusion is right. But, if one channel is 
fallible, depending for its basis on the vagaries 
of the human understanding, it is dangerous, 
even if at times it arrives at a correct con- 
clusion. 


We have recently been reading a number of 
articles by men who have discarded the revealed 
historic Christian position for one sustained 
almost in its entirety by recourse to human 
reasoning. Apparently these men have arrived 
at greatly diverse conclusions, having but one 
thing on which they agree—that the Bible is 
a compilation of stories of differing credibility 
and that it is left to scientific discoveries and 
modern scholarship to determine what to be- 
lieve and what to reject. 


Were not the results of such an attitude 
to the Scriptures so tragic it would be ludicrous. 
Here we find men who are supposed to be 
leaders in the Church of Jesus Christ, who are 
deeply concerned about the world of today, but, 
having rejected the reliability and the authority 
of the Word of God, find themselves without 
a workable solution. Rejecting many, if not 
all of the supernatural aspects of the Christian 
faith and trying to reduce Christianity to the 
status of a basic science they deny to themselves 
and to others the spiritual concept which ac- 
cepts in faith much that can never be received 
or understood in any other way. 


To a layman it is unthinkable that God would 
have given us a divinely inspired record—which 
we call the Bible—only to have its truthfulness 
assailed or questioned by the very ones who 
should impart its blessings to others. Further- 
more, we do not believe God gave us a Book 
which must be interpreted to us by men, rather 
than by the Holy Spirit Himself. 


We would again repeat: reverent scholarship 
and Christian experience demands that we sit 
humbled in the presence of God’s written revela- 


tion and admit that the revealed record must 


take precedence over human reason. 


This demands neither credulity, nor does it 
demand a surrender of our right to think, rea- 
son and investigate. But, it does demand that 
we shall recognize that man is fallible, that 
his reasoning faculties often lead to wrong con- 
clusions and that, where God's revelation is 
concerned, we accept that revelation although 
we may not always understand it. 
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The new “orthodoxy” so prevalent today may 
be a marked reversal from the blatant unbelief 
of discredited modernism, but its fatal weak- 
ness is its demand for a complicated method 
of “interpretation” which is but denial unde1 
a new term. Here again: we find the mind ol 
man the final arbiter, rather than the Holy 
Spirit, and it just as feckless in winning men 
to a saving faith in Christ as its less subtle fore- 
runner—Higher Criticism. 


The voice of human reason may intrigue the 
mind but the Word of God—His Divine Reve- 
lation—speaks with ‘Truth, Authority and 
Power. 


It is high time that we humble our minds 
and hearts before the God of the Universe and 
LET HIM SPEAK. —L. N. B. 


Vicarious Faith 
Can Anyone Exercise Faith 


for Someone Else? 


Sundry of our brethren object to infant bap- 
tism on the ground of an aphorism that no 
one can exercise faith for anyone else. Often 
this is taken as an axiom that is unquestionably 
true and one that cannot be successfully chal- 
lenged. This editorial challenges that position 
in the name of common Christian practices, in 
the name of our Lord’s own practice as set 
forth in the Gospels, in the name of the funda- 
mental federal or covenant theology of the Bible. 


During the last war, Christian mothers and 
fathers, brothers and sisters, wives and sweet- 
hearts, children and friends did pray for loved 
ones exposed to the dangers of battle, and did 
exercise faith in God for them. In faith and 
prayer, we cried, “Cover his defenseless head 
with the shadow of Thy wing.” In other emer- 
gencies, we gather in faith and prayer for sick 
ones, for those hovering on the brink of eternity, 
for victims of disasters. A definite part in our 
evangelistic programs is for believers to unite 
in prayers for faith for the salvation of the lost. 
The prayers and the faith of Christendom are 
marshalled behind the Tell Scotland Campaign. 
These fervent prayers of faith, are prayers of 
vicarious faith, faith for others—faith on one 
side of the Atlantic for lost on the other side. 
In the Korean action it was faith on the part 
of loved ones in Georgia for endangered ones 
across the Pacific. 

Now this Christian practice is in full accord 
with Gospel examples. Leaf through the four 
Gospels and notice Jesus’ dealing with Jairus, 
Mk.5.22-36; with the Syrophoenician woman, 
Mt.15.28; with the paralytic borne of four, 
Mk.2.1-12; with the father of the epileptic boy 
at the foot of the Mount of Transfiguration, 
Mk.9.23-24; with the centurion who appealed 
for the healing of his servant, Lk.7.9; with Mar- 
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tha and Mary in connection with the death 
cf Lazarus, Jn.11.25-27; with the nobleman for 
his son, Jn.4.46-54. 


Notice that in each of these cases one person 
or persens exercised the faith and another got 
the blessing. Notice that in several of these cases 
cur Lord first tested the faith of the applicant 
before granting the blessing to the other. Do 
not dismiss the argument with the remark that 
these are only physical matters. After all the 
Bible does not separate the physical and the 
spiritual as does Plato. For the Bible soul and 
hody are only two aspects of the one man whom 
God made, or as Paul phrased it, only the inner 
and the outer man. The miracles are true visible 
illustrations of Jesus’ dealings with the entire 
personality. They offer the best illustration we 
have of the relation of Divine power and human 
responsibility in the quickening or regenerating 
of the sinner dead in trespasses and sins. These 
miracles of healing are written for our admoni- 
ticn. And in the specific case of the paralytic 
borne by four Jesus first definitely forgave the 
man’s sins. Here there is a pointed case of 
vicarious faith issuing in forgiveness. When He 
saw their faith, He said to the sick of the palsy, 
Ssn be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee. 


As it was prophesied that the Lord would 
cme as the Good Shepherd and carry the little 
cnes in His arms, Isa.40.11; even so Jesus took 
the little ones in the crook of His arm, laid 
his hands upon them and blessed them - when 
they were brought to Him in the arms of others. 


In the Acts and the Epistles there are several 
cases of household baptisms, such as the house- 
hold of Lydia, of the Phillipian jailor, of 
Stephanos, of Crispus, of Cornelius. In First 
Corinthians 7:14 we read that even one believ- 
ine parent sanctifies the union so that the chil- 
dven are federally holy. Together with this 
record one may place the Jewish custom of 
proselyte baptism, by which the infant children 
cf the proselytes received baptism at the direc- 
tion of the father, it being held that one may 
properly “privilege” his children but not ‘“de- 
privilege” them. The statement of Polycarp at 
his martyrdom that he had served Christ eighty 
and six years seems to point back to a household 
baptism by the Apostle John which baptism 
included the infant Polycarp. We refer these 
facts to our brethren who argue that there are 
no cases of infant baptism in the New Testa- 
ment or the primitive Church. At the same time 
we remind them that, so far as we are aware, 
there are no cases of the adult baptism of 
children of believing homes in the New Testa- 
ment or the first century Church. 


A full reading of the Good Book shows that 
by the offense of the first Adam the many were 
made sinners, while by the obedience of the 
last Adam many receive righteousness. The 
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whole race of men sinned and fell in the sin 
of the first pair, that is, we sinned vicariously. 
Consequently, we all, infants and adults, have 
en us the guilt of that original sin by our 
descent from Adam. And we all, infants as well 
as adults, need the cleansing blood of Christ 
and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit. 
God has been pleased to deal with the human 
race on the ground of a federal relationship, 
a double representative plan, Adam and Christ, 
Rom.5.12-21. 

Perhaps, God has treated the angels on the 
basis of each for himself—every tub standing on 
its own bottom. If He had treated the human 
race that way, and if Adam and Eve were fair 
samples of what each would have done, then 
at the end of human history all would have 
been lost eternally. The end which the Bible 
sees is rather a great host that no man can 
number out of every race and kindred and 
tribe who have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. Don't 


a to present the child to God in household 


ptism, then, because he is brought in the 
arms of another, because he believes in the heart 
of another, because he confesses with the lips 
of another—his mother, his father, the con- 
gregation of God’s people. After all, that babe 
sinned in the sin of another—Adam—and he 
is redeemed by the blood of another - by the 


obedience of Christ. 


We baptize the children of the covenant on 
the ground of the promise of God to be a God 
to us and to our seed after us. We baptize 
them in the atmosphere of faith, the faith of 
the parents and of the congregation. We seek by 
vicarious faith and prayer, by teaching and 
preaching to bring them to personal faith and 


PAGE 5 


ay 
ef 
el | 
ol 
e- 
d 
ls 


repentance (conversion) that they may thus be 
made actually partakers of what was allotted to 
them by the work of Christ for them. Through 
the act of the Church in the pastor, the eye 
of faith sees the Lord Christ receiving the child 
in His arms, and blessing our feeble efforts 
until the child comes to a living faith of his 
own. Dr. Oscar Cullmann has pointed out that 
the faith of the individual is not in every in- 
stance necessary as a condition for baptism, but 
only as a condition of receiving and continuing 
inthe full blessings sealed by baptism. The 
baptized child of the covenant receives the full 
blessing to which the parental faith privileged 
him when he endorses their confidence by his 
own faith. He forfeits the blessings they sought 
for him if and when he rejects the position 
in the covenant which they claimed for him. 
In a host of cases God has honored and does 
honor the vicarious faith of the parents. 
Blessed be His Name, His truth endureth to 
all generations. —W.C.R. 


“HIS MOTHER’S NAME” 


_ Very often in the Bible an oft-repeated phrase 

has special significance. This phrase, “His 
mother’s name,” occurs often in the accounts 
of the kings of Israel and Judah. If a king is 
an unusually gocd king, the name of his mother 
is often given, or if the king is a wicked ruler, 
his mother’s name is mentioned. For instance, 
the name cf Hezekiah’s mother, and the name 
of Ahaziah’s mother; the one, a splendid king; 
the other, very wicked. In the case of Ahaziah 
the mother was one of the worst women in 
the Bible, being second only to Jezebel, if not 
awer equal, and we are told that Ahaziah had 
wer for his counsellor. 


What a blessed thing it is when we can look 
back and remember our mother’s love, our 
mother’s character and influence, our mother’s 
teaching, our mother’s prayers! There is an 
old saying that, “God could not be everywhere, 
so He made mothers.” This is not true, for 
God can be, and is, everywhere, but He needed 
helpers, and so he made mothers. I suppose 
that most of us, like so many in the world, can 
rise up and call our mothers “blessed.””. Think 
of the Wesleys, and you think of their conse- 
crated mother; think of Augustine, and you re- 
member his devoted mother. 


What an awful curse, to have a Jezebel, or 
an Athaliah for a mother! 


I wonder if the mothers today realize that 
their names are being written into the fiber 
of their children’s characters. I would like to 
speak a word to thoughtless, careless, worldly- 
minded mothers. ‘Take this child, and nurse 
it for me, and I will give thee thy wages,” said 
Pharaoh's daughter to Moses’ mother. I do 
not know, or care, what the daughter of Pharaoh 
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paid the mother of Moses. I know how much 
God paid her, for her son became the greatest 
man of the Old Testament. God will pay a!l 
good mothers wonderful wages; and _ fathers, 
too. If some of our children should be great 
in the eyes of the Lord, what a reward would 
be ours, if God were to make a record of it 
and say, “His mother’s name”; “His father’s 
name’, was — — — — ! —J]. K. P. 


Political Churchmen 


Every American citizen has the inalienable 
right to express his honest convictions and to 
memorialize his government and_ its elected 
leaders with reference to those convictions. 


But, with all our heart we deeply resent 
Church leaders undertaking to use the prestige 
of the Church, as such, to influence national 
and international policies. 


This distinction is a very real one. As a 
citizen he has the right to express his personal 
opinion in any way he wishes. Also, he has 
the right to speak for an organization which 
has delegated to him the task and the authority 
to speak on its behalf. 


But, the Church has not authorized her 
leaders to enter the field of international poli- 
tics and give the impression that a particular 
line of action has the sanction of the Church 
itself. 


We have recently protested against the elected 
leaders of the National Council of Churches 
using the name and prestige of that organiza- 
tion (“representing 3514 million members’) , 
to influence the President of the United States 
for a particular line of procedure. 


And now a group of “Fourteen Protestant 
leaders” has sent the President a strongly word- 
ed telegram urging the evacuation of Quemoy 
and Matsu, turning them over to Communist 
China because they are a “part of the Chinese 
mainland.” It is interesting to note that noth- 
ing was said about Hong Kong, also originally 
a part of the China mainland. 


We resent this further intrusion of Church 


leaders into the realm of international policies 
for three reasons. First, they are not competent 
in that particular field. Second, they have no 
right to use the prestige of the Church in this 
matter. Third, we think their advice is dead 
wrong. Concessions to the Communists have 
been the order of the day for entirely too long. 
At the present time, according to Jack Lotto 
of International News Service, the Communist 
Party line is directed at every conceivable pres- 
sure to make America concede the two islands 
held by the Nationalists to the Communists. 
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This latter pressure includes efforts to elim- 
inate leaders like Admiral Carney and Admiral 
Radford. The New York Daily Worker edito- 
rializes ‘““The first step the President should take 
is to rid the American people of bomb-rattling 
chiefs of staff like Radford and Carney .. . 
a reprimand wouldn’t be enough. The next 
step 1s to evacuate Quemoy and Matsu, as the 
whole world, including cur allies, are demand- 
ing. The people should let their voices be 
heard in Washington.” 


When Churchmen tind their political activi- 
ties paralleling those of world Communism one 
would think that they would re-examine their 
own conclusions. In any case, we would reafhirm 
our insistence that Church leaders should not 
invoke the name of the Church, either directly 
or indirectly, in exerting pressure on matters 
of this kind. Somewhere along the line, and, in 
an unmistakable manner, they should be in- 
formed that they speak as individual citizens 
only. L. N. B. 


ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 104 


STRINGING THE FISH 


The one big thrill that the “fin” fisherman 
seeks is hanging the fish and pulling it in to 
where he can net it and remove the hook from 
its mouth. It accelerates the thump of his 
beating heart. He will plan and work for days 
in anticipation of that climactic event; but I 
have known some _ fishermen whose _ interest 
ceases right there. They do not care to eat fish, 
and they are not too fond of cleaning fish for 
cooking; they would just as soon toss it back 
into the water; the excitement is over. 


Fishermen like that are comparatively rare, 
but a much greater proportion of ‘Fishers of 
Men”’ fail to “string” their catch. They make 
careful preparation, they pray for guidance, 
they select passages of Scripture and they brave- 
ly make contact with the prospect. And when 
that prospect, under conviction surrenders, the 
fisherman has a great thrill of satisfaction. It 
is a marvelous privilege to win a soul to Christ. 
But too often that is the end of the effort— 
possibly a tragic ending. The prospect has taken 
the first step, but has not come all the way. 
He is like a new-born babe and must have 
nourishment, tender and careful handling. It 
would be appalling to place a newly born baby 
out on the frosty lawn to take care of itself. 
It would die out there, unattended and unfed. 
In some countries it would be an easy prey to 
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bears, hyenas, wolves or other carnivore. Peter 
doubtless had in mind the “babes in Christ” 

when he said “Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil, as a_ roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” 

(I Peter 5:8). 


So, go back and see the soul “you have won” 
—especially if you have not seen him coming 
regularly to the church services. Steady church 
attendance is one of the best evidences of a 
living faith. Non attendance, without a valid 
reason, is definitely a sign of a dying or a dead 
faith. You may find him “hanging by a thread,” 
beset by the temptations and associations of 
the old life. Help him to break with these and 
get on a schedule of daily Bible reading and 
prayer, which is indispensable to soul nourish- 
ment. Show him the particular passages in the 
Word which have been a “life saver’ for you. 
If business or other engagements are standing 
in the way show him how prayer and a sur- 
rendered will, will reveal to him a program by 
which he can meet all the conditions of his 
soul’s nourishment and safety, and at the same 
time meet the necessities of any other legitimate 
engagement. He will find that by this both his 
spiritual life and business will prosper. 


The Scotland Meetings 
By George Burnham 


Chattanooga News-Free Press Staff Writer 


Glasgow, Scotland — Billy Graham is having 
a disturbing effect cn the ministers of Scotland! 


This, perhaps, is the most significant thing 
about the All-Scotland Crusade—well above the 
tremendous crowds and thousands of decisions 
at Kelvin Hall. 


A minister came to Billy several days ago 
and said: 


“You are having a serious effect on my min- 
istry. For years I have taught in my church that 
many of the stories in the Bible are myths, but 
I realize now that I have never had any power 
in my sermons. You stand there on the plat- 
form night after night and tell these same 
stories as the Gospel truth. And I have seen 
with my own eyes the power of God as the 
people get up out of their seats and walk to 
the front. 


“Your preaching has caused me to do some 
serious thinking.” 


A troubled mother, after attending a service, 
said that she had always regarded the story of 
Adam and Eve as nothing more than a fairy 
tale, “but I heard Billy Graham tell it as truth 
in describing how they sinned in the Garden 
of Eden. The sermon moved me deeply and 
I returned home to do some checking. I found 
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out that our school books teach such stories as 
mythical. Somebody is wrong and I would like 
to know the answer.” 


Billy has never made any bones about the 
fact that he feels the power in his ministry 
comes from prayer and preaching, with convic- 
tion, the Bible as the inspired Word of God. 
He believes the Bible, from cover to cover. 


“People today,” he said, “are looking for the 
voice of authority. They have tried the scien- 
tist, the politician, the philosopher. They want 
something on which they can stand. The Bible 
is it! Jesus spoke with authority. Nowhere in 
the Bible does it quote Jesus as saying, ‘I think 
so; maybe this is the answer.’ Jesus said, “This 
is the way; walk ye in it.’ He said, ‘I am the 
way, the truth and the life; no man cometh 
to the Father but by me.’”’ 


“There is an appalling lack of reading of 
the Bible. We read a great deal of criticism of 
the Bible, but most of the average critics I meet 
have no inkling as to what the Bible actually 
says. It is just hearsay; they do not read and 
absorb it for themselves.”’ 


He said he had found in his own life that 
when he was tempted the greatest resource at 
his command was a verse of Scripture. 


“When I touch the Bible and quote its words, 
it is like a rapier or a sword in my hand to 
win men to Christ,” Billy said. | 


Bible sales in Glasgow have soared since the 
start of the crusade, according to bookstores. 


The Rt. Rev. E. D. Jarvis, moderator of the 
Church of Scotland, has warned there will be 
no new day for religion in Scotland unless the 
Bible comes into its own again and unless there 
is a clearer understanding of what is meant 
by saying it is the Word of God. 


He said: 


‘Too many people, both believers and un- 
believers, pre-suppose what God’s Word should 
be, and do not really allow the Bible to show 
them what it is.” 


Along with a return to the Bible, Dr. Jarvis 
said there must be a recovery of the belief in 
prayer. Pray regularly, he advised, not set and 
“pulpity” prayers, but naturally and persistently 
for home, friends, minister and church. 


The Right Rev. K. C. H. Warner, Bishop of 
Edinburgh of the Episcopal Church in Scot- 
land, also urged people to open their Bibles and 
find out what was inside. 


In speaking of the All-Scotland Crusade, Dr. 
Warner said: 


“Say what you like about the great meetings 


Mr. Billy Graham seems to be able to attract 
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wherever he goes, the fact is that somehow and 
for some reason there are many thousands of 
people who are willing to go enormous dis- 
tances to hear him. 


“Is it just that they want to see this man from 
America or that they have got some sort of 
sentimental ideas about him? I dare say there 
was a good deal of curiosity about it. There 
was a good deal of curiosity about John the 
Baptist, but the people who traveled into the 
desert to seek him found there was a message 
for them. 


“But surely there is something deeper than 
mere curiosity. That is, I believe, a symptom 
of a revival which is going on, an indication 
that there is an unexpressed feeling among peo- 
ple that here is a way through the tangled 
future.” 


A Glasgow newspaper conducted a survey in 
an effort to come up with the real Scotland 
verdict on Billy Graham and his Bible message. 
The finding: 


“Billy Graham, in a way no man has done 
this century, has started people thinking about 
the church and Christianity.” 


Said one reader: “At last people are listening 
to preaching as Christ instructed His disciples 
to preach, so that even a little child can under- 
stand.” Wrote another: “It has shaken us out 
of our complacency.” Still a third: ‘““My minia- 
ture Bible had not been dusted for 40 years. 
Now it comes out every morning for a few 
chapters to be read. I mean to join a church.” 
Ancther: “Billy Graham is very sincere, just 
like the old ministers of long ago. The churches 
used to be packed in my young day, with pews 
filled with families.” 


— } 
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Canton, N. C. 
Sir: 

Time after time I have been moved to write 
and thank you ... but I can’t hold in any 
longer. Have just read your letter to McIntire 
in the April 9th issue of the Journal and I let 
out a whoop so that-Mrs. Matthews wanted to 
know what the trouble was. 


I was secretary and pianist for Billy Sunday 
for twenty years and this all takes me_ back 
vividly to those days. The best thing I can say 
for Mr. Graham is that he is just as true and 
sound as Mr. Sunday was... 

It is a magnificent thing for our country 
and our church that not all the skill in the 
use of our English language rests with the mod- 
ernists and pseudo-fundamentalists. 


Sincerely, 
Bob Matthews. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MAY 8 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Joash Repairs he emple 


_ Background Scripture: II Chronicles 21 - 24. 
Devotional Reading: I Kings 8 :27-30. 


~The Background Scripture reveals the general character of these years in Judah’s history, but it 
is sad reading. About the only bright spot in this section is the repairing of the Temple by Joash, 
but even this seems to have been done in a rather half-hearted manner. There does not seem to 
have been a real reformation, or whole-hearted turning to the Lord. There was a slight rift in the 
clouds, but only for a short time while Jehoiada, the priest, was in power, and used his influence 


upon the young king. After the death of this 
priest Joash reveals his true character. 


Our Devotional Reading is a part of Solo- 
mon’s prayer at the dedication of the Temple. 
If Solomon had remained true to God and to 
the tone of this beautiful prayer the history 
of Israel and Judah would have been a far 
different and much brighter story. I wish to 
discuss briefly the history of Judah under three 
kings and one queen. 


I. The Wicked Reign of Jehoram, 
Jehoshaphat’s son: 8 years: Chap. 21. 


All through his reign we see the terrible in- 
fluence of his wife, the daughter of Ahab and 
Jezebel. A wicked woman was the ruin of Ahab, 
a weak king, and the daughter of Jezebel was 
an evil shadow that rested upon Jehoram. 
Wicked women in high places have been the 
cause of much evil. 


1. He began his reign with the wholesale 
murder of his brethren, the other sons of 
Jehoshaphat, and some of the princes of Judah. 
There seems to have been absolutely no excuse 
for these crimes. Jehoshaphat had given great 
gifts to all his sons, but he had-given the king- 
dom to the eldest, as ,was customary. ‘There 
is no hint of any conspiracy on the part of his 
brothers to overthrow him. 


2. He walked in the ways of the house of 
Ahab, as was to be expected. As I pointed out 
in the last lesson, one of the most tragic mis- 
takes that Jehoshaphat made was this marriage 
of his son to the daughter of Jezebel. It is hard 
to understand why he made such a _ blunder, 
and committed such a sin. 


3. The Edomites and others revolt against 
his authority. Under Jehoshaphat there had 
been military victories, except when he allied 
himself with Ahab, and the kingdom had been 
enlarged and strengthened. Now, some of these 
tributary nations begin to break away. This is 
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one of the many ways in which God punishes 
nations that disobey Him. I fear for the future 
of our country. Will some of the godless nations 
be allowed to chasten us. Our only safety is 
to remain true to God, or shall I say, Return - 
to God? 


4. He is warned by a writing from Elijah 
the prophet, who calls attention to his sins, and 
tells him that God will smite his people and 
his wives and -children with a great plague, 
and that he himself will be stricken with an 
awful disease. This letter, as far as we can 
see, had no effect upon the king, so judgment 
had to come. 


5. The Philistines and Arabians came up 
and carried away all the substance that was 
found in the king’s house, leaving only his 
youngest son, Jehoahaz. (The same as Ahaziah, 
in chapter 22.) 


6. He is smitten, as Elijah had warned him, 
with an awful and incurable disease. (Disease 
seems to be the common punishment of several 
of these kings.) 


7. A brief note in verse 20 gives a short and 
graphic survey of his reign: ‘And departed 
without being desired.’’ He was buried in the 
city of David but not in the sepulchres of the 
kings. So ends the wicked reign of Jehoram, 
ruined by a wicked wife, and his own sins. 


II. The Short Reign of Ahaziah; 
22:1-9 (one year) . 


His wicked mother explains his conduct, for 
she was his counsellor. (see verse 3.) There 
is no name in the Bible, with the exception 
of Jezebel, her mother, which is more truly a 
synonym for sin, than the name of Athaliah. 
He walked after the ways of the house of Ahab. 
(The house of Ahab had gone further than the 
house of Jeroboam in departing from the true 
worship of the Lord, for Baal-worship took the 
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place of Calf-worship). Ahaziah went with 
lehoram, king of Israel, son of Ahab, against 
- Hazael, king of Syria. The king of Israel was 
defeated, and Jehoram came to Jezreel to be 
healed of his wounds, and afterwards goes to 
see the king of Israel, for he was sick. When 
these two kings went out against Jehu the 
son of Nimshi, whom the Lord had anointed 
to cut off the house of Ahab, king Ahaziah 
was caught and slain, and buried, because they 
said, He is the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought 
the Lord with all his heart. So the house of 
Ahaziah had no power to keep still the king- 
dom. 


III. The Reign of Athaliah: (Usurper of the 
Throne: six years.) 


These were six dreadful years for Judah. 
Think of the daughter of Jezebel on the throne, 
and you can easily imagine the consequences! 


She arose and destroyed all the “seed royal,” 
except Joash, who was hidden by the wife of 
Jehoiada the priest; ‘““And he was hid in the 
house of God six years: and Athaliah reigned 
over the land.” This simple statement is suf- 
ficient. These were indeed dark days for the 
land of Judah. Her mother, Jezebel, had been 
the power behind the throne in Israel during 
the reign of Ahab, and had instituted Baal- 
worship into that part of the divided kingdom. 
This was a step further than the Calf-worship 
begun by Jeroboam, who set up the golden 
calves very much as Aaron had, to visualize 
the worship of Jehovah. I believe that we should 
be very careful today lest our attempts to 
visualize results in the breaking of the second 
commandment. The use of the “eye-gate’” in 
our efforts to make people understand must be 
carefully safe-guarded. Ahab, through the in- 
fluence of Jezebel, who was a Baal-worshipper, 
set up this form of out and out idolatry. Now 
her daughter tries to do the same thing in the 
Southern Kingdom. Why was Jehoshaphat so 
blind as not to see the evil consequences of 
this marriage? 


IV. The Reign of Joash: 23 and 24. 


In the seventh year of the reign of the wicked 
Athaliah, Jehoiada “strengthened himself,” and 
brought the young child king, who was only 
seven years old, out of hiding, and called to- 
gether some of the chief men of the kingdom, 
and “all the congregation,’ and organized a 
coup d'etat. They brought out the king’s son, 
and put upon him the crown, and gave him the 
testimony, and made him king. And Jehoiada 
and his sons anointed him, and said, God save 
the king. Now when Athaliah saw and heard 
all this she rent her clothes and cried out, 
Treason, Treason. It was too late, however, 
for her to do anything. Then Jehoiada the priest 
brought out the captains of hundreds that were 
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set over the host, and said unto them, Have 


her forth of the ranges: and whoso followeth 


her, let him be slain with the sword. For the 
priest said, slay her not in the house of the 
Lord. So they laid hands on her; and when 
she was come to the entering of the house gate 
of the king’s house, they slew her. 


“And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, 
and between all the people, and between the 
king, that they should be the Lord’s people.” 
Then they set about destroying all the signs 
of Baal-worship, and- restored the worship of 
Jehovah. “And all the people rejoiced; and the 
city had quiet, after they had slain Athaliah 
with the sword.” When wicked rulers are on 
the throne there is always trouble and sorrow 
and heartache. These six years were like a 
“nightmare.” 


The reign of Joash can be divided into two 
parts: (1) The years when he was under the 
influence of Jehoiada, and (2), the years after 
the death of this good man. 


1. ‘The Good Years — Joash did that which 
was right in the sight of the Lord, for the king 
was but a child and the government was in 
the hands of Jehoiada and those associated with 
him. The one outstanding thing which was 
accomplished was the repairing of the House of 
the Lord; For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked 
woman, had broken up the house of God - also 
all the dedicated things of the house of the 
Lord did they bestow upon Baalim. They 
financed this work by making a chest and set- 
ting it without at the gate. They had money 
enough and some left over. 


2. The Evil Years — We now come to the 
sad part of the story. Jehoiada lived to the ripe 
old age of 130 years. They buried him, as was 
most fitting, in the city of David among the 
kings, because he had done good in Israel, both 
toward God and toward His House. 


After his death the king hearkened to some 
of the princes of Judah, and they left the 
house of the God of their fathers, and served 
groves and God’s wrath came upon them. He 
sent prophets to warn them, but they paid no 
heed to them. One of these prophets was the 
son of Jehoiada, and they conspired against him 
and slew him, and the writer adds these touch- 
ing and significant words: Thus Joash remem- 
bered not the kindness which Jehoiada his 
father had done to him, but slew his son. And 
when he died, he said, The Lord look upon 
it and require it. 


God used the usual method of punishment. 
The host of Syria came up against him and 
destroyed the princes of the people. This he did 
with a small company of men, and the Lord 
delivered a very great host, and much spoil, 
into the hands of the Syrians. So they executed 
judgment against Joash. 
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There was still more severe and more per- 
sonal punishment to come. First they left him, 
“in great diseases,’ and second, his servants 
conspired against him and slew him. They 
buried him in the city of David, but not among 
the kings. He got his just deserts. As a youth 
he had the best of advice and training under 


Jehoiada. He not only departed from this train- 
ing but showed the basest ingratitude to his 
benefactor and counsellor who had been a 
“father” to him in many ways. He is remem- 


_bered, not by the one good thing which he did, 


but by his many evil deeds, for he was a “de- 
serter’” from the Lord. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 8 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Youth - Parent R elationships 


Hymn: “Crown Him With Many Crowns” 
Prayer 
Scripture Proverbs 4:10-15 and 

Ephesians 6: 1-4. 
Hymn: “Holy Ghost, With Light Divine” 
Offering 
Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

(One way of presenting this program would 
be to invite a Christian parent to speak to your 
group on “What a Christian Parent May Expect 
of Young People in the Home,” and then ask 
one of your capable members to speak on 
‘What Christian Young People May Expect of 
Their Parents”.) 


Ideally there should be no difficulties be- 
tween young people and their parents, but most 
of us come short of the ideal. Our purpose in 
this program is to come to a better understand- 
ing of youth-parent relationships so that some 
of the difficulties which we may have experi- 
enced in our homes may be ironed out. 


We young people may sometimes think that 
we labor under a heavy load of parental author- 
ity and discipline, but the fact is that young 
people have more freedom from the control of 
their parents in our American society than 
practically anywhere else in the world. If there 
is not some real value in parental control, why 
is it that all societies in all ages have recognized 
it as the best procedure? The system of parents 
guiding and controling their household is the 
system which is taught in the Bible. Both his- 
tory and divine authority are on the side of 
this system, so if young people find themselves 
opposed to this idea, the fault may be in their 
own attitudes rather than in the system itself. 


In our program we are trying to find the 
answers to some questions which bear on this 
subject of youth-parent relationships, and we 
hope that all will join in the discussion. 


(It would be a good idea to pass out these 
questions to individuals in advance of the pro- 
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gram so they would have time to study the 
problem a bit. Let these persons lead in the 
discussion of their particular question, but ask 
them to invite the ideas of others.) 


1. In our Scripture lesson we heard these 
words, “Children obey your parents in the 
Lord: for this is right.” To what extent does 
this apply to young people? Are young people 
bound to obey their parents, or should they be 


quite independent? 


2. Should parents give reasons for the requests 


_ they make of young people, or should obedience 


be on a “because-I-say-so”” basis? In what ways 
will explanations by parents prepare young 
people for decisions they will have to make 
by themselves? 


3. Do young people sometimes consider them- 
selves to be independent of any responsibility 
toward the home? Do they look on it as alto- 
gether the responsibility of the parents to pro- 


vide for the comfort and happiness of the home? 


Is it possible that the parents may contribute 
toward this wrong attitude on the part of their 
young people? How? What are some of the 
responsibilities in the home in which young 
people ought to share? 


4. Sometimes it is said that “home is a place 
to hang the hat.” This may mean that the’ 
members of the family do not do much living 
together . . . that they do not have much fun 
as a family. What are some of the forms of 
recreation which young people and their parents 
can enjoy together? How will it help relation- 
ships among the family members to have fun 
together? 


GRANDEST OF ALL 


“Give of thy sons to. bear the message glorious; 
Give of thy wealth tospeed them on their way; 
Pour out thy soul for them in prayer victorious; 


_ And all thou spendest Jesus will repay.” 


—Thompson. 
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HELPS TO UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
IN DAY BY DAY 


Rev. Clinton C. Baker 
Sun., May 1, Proverbs 6:20-22. 


Think of the precepts of right and wrong 
that your parents taught you. To what degree 
does the writer urge his readers to keep these 
precepts (v.21)? How completely will these 
commandments and teachings lead and guide 
you (v.22)? To what extent has v.22 been true 
of your life in the realm of religious teaching? 
How carefully have you been instructing your 
children through the family altar? through Sun- 
day School attendance? through religious in- 
struction at home? through your Christian life? 
Does the Bible teach that we are to obey the 
teachings of our parents regardless of the teach- 
ings of Christ (Matthew 10:35-38)? To whom 
do I give my first allegiance? 


Mon., May 2, Proverbs 24:30-34. 


What is the central truth this passage is teach- 
ing? What word do you find repeated in v.33? 
Why do you think the author emphasizes it? 
How does this passage apply to you in your 
labor in the Lord’s vineyard? Turn to Mat- 
thew 21:28-31. Describe each son in your own 
words. Was there a time when you neglected 
service to Christ? Have you, like the first son, 
realized your short-comings, repented and gone 
to work? Or do you do a lot of talking about 
serving Christ, but let the other fellow do the 
work? What do people see when they observe 
the fruit of your Christian labor (Proverbs 
24:30-31) ? Spiritual laziness brings poverty in 
this life as well as in the next (vv.33,34). 


Tues., May 3, Proverbs 30:7-9. 


Describe the type of life the man described 
here desires. What Christian virtues are found 
in it? What temptation to evil might he find 
in an abundance of material things (v.9)? in 
a lack of the necessities of life (v.9)? Notice 
what Paul wrote to Timothy concerning these 
matters (I Timothy 6:6-10). Is Paul’s basic 
attitude toward material needs about the same 
as the man of Proverbs. What was the chief 
goal of the life of this man (30:9)? What was 
Paul’s chief goal (Philippians 1:20-21)? What 
is yours? Does a love for comfort and material 
abundance retard you in your service to Christ? 


Wed., May 4, Proverbs 22:24-27. 


What is the danger that is involved in failing 
to keep the admonition of vv.24-25? Notice how 
Jesus regards anger (Matthew 5:21-22). With 
what does He equate it? What is its penalty? 
Are all types of anger sinful (Ephesians 
4:26-27) ? What kind of anger does not involve 
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sin? Does an uncontrolled temper hurt my 
Christian testimony? ‘To “strike hands” (v.26) 
means to stake one’s goods and honor for an- 
other. Verses 26-27 are a warning against the 
Christian’s improper or reckless use of money. 
Do I use my money wisely because I regard it 
as a trust from God to be used solely for His 
glory? 


Thurs., May 5, Proverbs 23:6-8. 


The man with an “evil eye” (v.6) is a man 
who selfishly wants to retain everything for 
himself. What kind of hospitality is condemned 
in vv.6-8? How severely does the author con- 
demn this greed and hypocrisy (v.8)? How does 
# Peter 4:8-9 parallel this passage? What does 
a lack of hospitality reveal of one’s basic atti- 
tude toward other people? toward God (I John 
4:20)? Read Romans 12:13, I Timothy 3:2, 
Titus 1:8 to discover the emphasis the New 
Testament gives to Christian hospitality. Are 
those whom I entertain able to detect the sin- 
cerity and warmth of my Christian welcome? 


Fri., May 6, Proverbs 14:16-17; 29-30. 


How many words can you find in these verses 
that contain the idea of haste? how many words 
that contain the idea of caution? (The R.S.V. 
is particularly helpful for this passage.) We 
are to be “cautious” in our decisions concerning 
what is right and wrong (v.16); we are to be 
“patient” when tempted to anger (vv.17,29) ; 
we are to be “content” with such things as we 
have, keeping under control the desires of the 
flesh (v.30) Notice the various ways in which 
vv.16,17,28 equate haste with folly and caution 
with wisdom. What does the contrast of v.30 
add? What does this passage have to say to a 
Christian living in an age of speed and licen- 
tiousness? Read Philippians 4:13. ui 


Sat., May 7, Proverbs 15:13-17 


What do vv.13a and 15b have to say to “‘long- 
faced” Christians? What do vv.13b & 15 have 
to say to the person who gives way to self-pity, 
seeking the affection and understanding of 
others by dwelling upon his own misfortunes? 
Is the ‘“merriness” of v. 13 simple empty fool- | 
ishness (v.14)? Is real happiness based upon 
abundance of material things (vv.16,17)? What 
two sources of happiness are revealed in 
vv.16-17? What two sources of discontent? If 
you feel that real Christian joy is lacking in 
your life, read John 15:4,10,11 for a possible 
explanation. 


BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
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Women’s Work 


THE 1955 BIRTHDAY OBJECTIVE 
OF THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 


The Yodogawa Christian Hospital, 
Osaka, Japan 


What the Birthday Gift Will Do 
The 1955 Birthday gift from the Women of 
the Church will help to make possible the sec- 
ond unit of the Yodogawa Christian Hospital 
in Japan, our first medical hospital in that 
mission. 


The name, “Yodogawa” more recently given 
to this hospital, has been historically associated 
with the city of Osaka, and actually used at 
one time for the city also. The river, Yodogawa, 
one of the larger rivers in Japan, runs through 
the western suburbs of Osaka, a few hundred 
yards from the site of the hospital. 


The first unit of a 20-bed hospital with basic 
departments (x-ray laboratory, pharmacy, sur- 
gery, etc.) and a small out-patient department, 
has been authorized and financed through our 
Board of World Missions from Program of 
Progress funds. There is urgent need for this 
second unit, enlarging the ministry of the hos- 
pital to 60 beds, 200 out-patient department, 
and other phases of service. 


The Urgent Need 


One of the most pressing reasons for this 
hospital is the need for charity medical care 
of that large proportion of the population who, 
while not covered by health insurance, cannot, 


themselves, pay for the medical care they so 


desperately need. 


The Osaka-Kobe area is itself an appropriate 
location for our mission’s medical project. It 
is the second largest population center in Japan, 
having approximately five million people within 
a twenty-mile radius of our hospital site. It is 
roughly near the center of our mission’s field 
of work, being only about twelve hours by boat 
from the farthest point. . 


The Program of Progress funds were sufficient 
only for the first unit. The Japan Mission in 
presenting their appeal to the women for the 
1955 Birthday Offering, wrote as follows: 


“The Mission has realized from the start 
that the success of this project depends a great 
~-deal on whether an economical unit of 60 beds 
can be quickly reached, but it felt that the re- 
ceptiveness of the Japanese and the urgency of 
the need demanded that we go ahead with what 
funds we had in the faith that God through our 
Church would provide additional funds as we 
needed them. 
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“By 1955 we will be needing this second 
unit and we have no other prospect for this 
money! 


‘We believe the Women of the Church will 
want to have this vital share in the pioneer 
medical project of our Church in Japan. 


FOUR JAPAN MISSIONARIES 
WRITE ABOUT 
1955 BIRTHDAY OBJECTIVE 


WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE DAY — 
Ovid (Dr. Bush) has been awfully busy this 
fall with the medical work—rather, busy in get- 
ting ready to begin the medical work. An out- 
patient clinic building has been completed and 
equipped, and is all ready for use. We expect 
to begin seeing patients very soon. The contract 
for the hospital is in the process of being let, 
and we hope building will begin before the 
first of the year. All of us here are so thankful 
and happy that our hospital is to receive the 
1955 Women of the Church’s Birthday Gift! 
It means that the medical work can begin with 
an adequate 60-bed hospital of which Christians 
here and at home can be proud. 

— (Mrs. O. B.) Florence Bush. 


IN THE HOSPITAL THE LORD WILL 
PROVIDE — By the way, orphanages, welfare 
agencies, and the needy will benefit from the 
hospital being provided for by the Birthday 
Offering from our women in 1955. Since the 
building must be built first, 7f the funds are 
short, precious equipment will be short. 

—Juanita Connell. 


THE HOSPITAL OPENS A GREAT FIELD 
OF WORK — Thank you for taking the Hos- 
pital in Osaka as this year’s Birthday Gift of 
the Women of the Church. It is opening a 
great field of work, and we pray will serve un- 


told millions .. . 
—Mary Elizabeth Blake 


WOMEN PLEASE DIG DEEP—Three weeks 
ago Mitch (Mr. Mitchell) went to Kobe to 


_ work with Dr. Bush in taking pictures for pub- 


licity work for the hospital which our mission 
is building at Osaka. The service building on 
the grounds has been completed and converted 
into a clinic. About 30 of the Japanese from 
the nearby homes came to the clinic and we 
took pictures showing the kind of work the 
clinic will do. There is a dire need for the 
hospital in this land where such facilities are 
very inadequate. The Women of the Church 
Birthday Offering for 1955 is to go to the build- 
ing of the hospital and we will be needing a 
substantial offering. Women, men, please dig 
deep, deep, deep. Make it such that Christ will 
be pleased with it as He was with the Widow’s 
mite. — (Mrs. Guy S.) Lane Mitchell. 
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THE EVANGELISTIC MINISTRY OF 

A CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL IN JAPAN 

A DREAM REALIZED——A HOSPITAL 
OF OUR OWN IN JAPAN 


Aside from the relief of human suffering a 
Christian hospital, particularly in a non-Chris- 
tian land, has one uniquely challenging purpose 
—bringing people to a redeeming knowledge of 
Christ. Men and women who would never enter 
a church or attend an evangelistic meeting will 
go to a Christian hospital. 


In other countries our mission hospitals have 
been unexcelled evangelistic institutions and we 
believe this will be true in Japan too. For in 
a truly Christian hospital, through the everyday 
words and deeds of its Christian staff and 
through the personal talks with trained evange- 
lists and social workers, patients and their fami- 
lies will learn Christ and His concern for them. 
For wherever men are found suffering from dis- 
ease and sin, a Christian hospital has its. heal- 
ing message of love. 


Dr. C. Darby Fulton writes: “It is believed 
that this hospital will greatly strengthen our 
whole program of missionary activity in Japan. 
It will afford better care of the health of our 
missionaries; it will provide medical relief for 
large numbers of the poor and needy; and, 
above all, it will serve as a demonstration of 
those impulses of Christian love and charity 
which are better expressed by deeds of mercy 
than by word of eloquence and persuasion.” 


A DREAM REALIZED — A HOSPITAL 
OF OUR OWN IN JAPAN 
Those of us who have come from China 
have worked in mission hospitals there and 
have seen what such institutions have meant 
to the whole program of Mission work, have 
longed to see such a ministry carried on in 


Japan. 


There is no limit to the opportunity in a 
Christian hospital for reaching the hearts of 
people. When sick bodies are receiving the help 
which is often desperately needed, sick spirits 
will almost certainly respond to the spiritual 
ministry provided in the same institution. This 
will also open the way into many homes which 
might otherwise be closed to the Gospel. 


One day a young military officer went out 
of one of our hospitals in China saying, “Thank 
God for this Christian Hospital which has 
brought to me not only healing of body, but 
where I have found the Lord Jesus Christ.’’ 
Your offering which we know is the expression 
of love and sacrifice is going to make it possible 
for many a one in future years to give expres- 
sion to this same spirit of thanksgiving. 

—Mrs. Wilfred C. Mcl.auchlin. 
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*’—Doctor— 
Business Manager— 
Technician— 
and Nurse—” 
By Rev, J. A. McAlpine, Gifu, Japan 


Dr. Brown and Dr. Bush were ticking off the steps 
of progress made preparatory to opening up our mission 
hospital in a suburb of the teeming city of Osaka. 
“Grounds and clinic building, supplies and car (Chev- 
rolet carry-all) are all in hand. Our staff of eight 
persons is ready and ‘rarin’ to go.” Saying which, they 
introduced the staff as we all gathered in the waiting 
room of the newly constructed clinic building and sat 
down to the first meal together at which every member 
was present, including our associate obstetrician, Dr. 
Marion Powell, of the Canadian Presbyterian Mission. 


Opposite me sat Dr. Ren Miyake, 51, greying around 
the temples, and with such an attractive smile and 
having such an air of happiness that the word “radiant” 
is most fitting. He was talking about the future pos- 
sibilities of our hospital in the Yodogawa section of 
Osaka, of its need there, of its spheres of service, and 
his face glowed and his hearers were deeply moved. 


Dr. Miyake is a second generation Christian, the 
sou vt a Presbyterian elder, baptized in infancy, brought 
up im the church, a Sunday school teacher and faithful 
Christian all his life. This may be “old stuff” to you 
folks at home, but here on the mission field, where 
there are so few Christian homes, and where the chil- 
dren of Christian parents are estranged from the church 
by the state educational system, it is thrilling to see 
one who has come through all this and yet maintains 
his Christian faith and witness. 


He comes to us as a man dedicated to medicine as 
his way of serving God, and to the field of pediatrics 
as his way of serving mankind. “In Japan the condition 
of children is pitiful; so when during high school days 
I was a Sunday school teacher, I chose to become a 
children’s specialist in order to help the children,” he 
told us. Then he went on, “Our Christian hospital 
here should point the way through its pediatrics depart- 
ment in child care, in advanced methods of care for 
premature babies, in modern therapy for crippled chil- 
dren, and ... " he stopped, embarrassed at his own 
enthusiasm. 


It is no wonder to us who know him that he is so 
full of enthusiasm for hope and joy in his work. He 
comes to us with 26 years of experience as a pediatrician. 
For his doctorate he submitted a thesis on the treat- 
ment of whooping cough. For six years he was professor 
of pediatrics of the Women’s Medical College in Kyoto 
Medical University. He was chief of staff of the big 
Red Cross Hospital in Niigata Prefecture. From there 
he was called back to Kyoto University Hospital to head 
up its department of pediatrics, which became the best 
in Japan under his able leadership. 


During these years at Kyoto University Hospital, he 
has been untiring in his efforts to put Christ into the 
thinking and practice of the Japanese medical world. 
He organized the first Christian Doctors’ Association in 
the Kansai area (Kyoto-Osaka-Kobe) and backed up his 
words by helping to organize the Palmore Clinic (Meth- 
odist) in Kobe. In connection with this work he met 
our Dr. Brown, and concluded that now, at last he would 
be able to realize the ambition of a life time through 
a Christian general hospital. Consequently, last year he 
declined an offer to become the head of his own Alma 
Mater, the Kyoto University Hospital, and this year re- 
signed his position as department head and came with 
us. We are fortunate indeed to have this able doctor 
and deeply religious man on our staff. 


Down the table sat Mr. Shinji Fukumura, pharmacist, 
double amputee, ex-Kamikaze pilot But I am 
getting ahead of my story! Born thirty-four years ago 
in a village of Yamaguchi Prefecture (near Hiroshima) 
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Mr. Fukumura followed the usual pattern of all Japan- 
ese boys of his age, trudging miles to and from a country 
graded school, commuting on the railroad to the nearest 
prefectural high school, and then being conscripted into 
the Japanese army. 


In 1942 he completed the flight course in the School 
of Aeronautics and was assigned to the 246th Fighter 
Squadron located in Sapporo. This was later moved to 
Itami Air Base (not far from our Yodogawa hospital 
property) and assigned the task of defending Itami Field. 


On the morning of July Ist, 1943, at 5:30 a.m. in 
the training maneuvers for Kamikaze tactics even then 
being developed, his plane caught fire in mid air. For- 
tunately, he was close enough to the field to make a 
crash landing, but both legs were so mangled and burned 
that amputation was necessary. Also severe burns all 
over his body have left scars, particularly on his hands 
and neck. After almost two years in military hospitals, 
he was discharged. In the meantime, his unit had been 
moved to Manila for its defense by desperate Kamikaze 
tactics. He applied for desk work and was accepted in 
the headquarters office of the Army Air Force. 


When the war ended he returned to his mother in 
the “back woods” of Yamaguchi Prefecture. He could 
not farm, so the family farms were taken away by the 
post-war Land Distribution Act. What to do? Well, 
he could work with his hands, so off he went to Kokura 
on the nearby island of Kyushu, where he began to work 
in a radio factory assembling radios. But all around 
him other former army buddies were filled with despair 
and hopeless about the future. In this mood, he wan- 
dered one day into the church of Rev. Akira Hara, whose 
warm sympathy and loving instruction led him into 
full surrender to Christ as Savior and Lord. 


It was after this that he ventured to discuss his 
boyhood ambition of becoming a pharmacist. It would 
take money for study and books, and his present earnings 
sufficed only to keep body and soul together. However, 
he felt that this was the best work for one in his 
physical condition. “I will write my friend, Dr. F. Herron 
Smith in America, who might be able to help you,” 
said Pastor Hara. And write he did. Dr. Smith secured 
scholarship aid from a Y.M.C.A. in Pennsylvania and 
Mr. Hara called Fukumura to give him the letter con- 
taining this wonderful news early in 1949. 


“I sat there staring at the letter with unbelieving eyes, 
weeping for joy,” he related. And then he heaved him- 
self up on his artificial legs, and clumped off to his 
mother in Yamaguchi Prefecture as fast as he could 
get there. From there he went on to Kyoto College 
of Pharmacy, from which he graduated in March of 
1953. After a year’s. experience as a pharmacist in a 
nearby State Tuberculosis Sanitarium, he comes to us 
fully convinced of the truth in God’s Word that “All 
things work together for good to them that love God,” 
and fully determined to mix medicine to the glory of 
God and the good of his fellow-men. 


My eye ran up and down the table to watch the 
expressions on the faces of the others: Mrs. Hideko 
Hashimoto, graduate of St. Luke’s International Hos- 
pital and a qualified public health nurse who will head 
up our Welfare Department; Miss Hisako Teranishi, 
graduate of Wakayama Red Cross Hospital School of 
Nursing, whose greatest joy is in sick room attendance; 
Mr. Toshio Kondo, our business manager who trans- 
ferred to the hospital after a pre-war service as pastor 
in Takamatsu for five years, and twelve years as a 
business man, the last three of which have been as Mr. 
McLauchlin’s right hand man in building the Chinese 
Center in Kobe; Mr. Nobutaro Hioki, from the moun- 
tains of Gifu Prefecture; youngest of the staff, but in- 
dispensable as chauffeur and handy man; and Mrs. 
Honda, X-ray technician, all of whom are active Chris- 
tians in Episcopal, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Reformed 
Churches. The only member of the staff not at present 
a baptized Christian is our laboratory technician, Mr. 
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Shinzo Tanaka, but even he is attending church at 
Temna Congregational Church and seeking the way of 
faith at the earnest invitation of a friend of the hospital 
who is a member of the Gideons of Japan. 


Their faces revealed quiet faith, steady courage, inner 
joy and peace, and I had a sense of confidence in the 
future of the hospital; a feeling of deep thankfulness to 
God for gathering these very people together in a fel- 
lowship of consecrated service. These, then, are our 
co-laborers in Christ. These devoted men and women 
have found the joy of expressing their faith in Christian 
medical service elsewhere and have come with us, dedi- 
cated to the purpose of making the Yodogawa Christian 
Hospital a center of loving Christian service, and a 
source of healing for both body and soul. 


Church News 


Latest Presbytery Votes 
On Church Union 


On April 15th Indian Presbytery voted 
8 For Union and 9 Against Union. On 
April 19th St. John’s Presbytery voted 18 
ior Union and 30 Against Union. This 
brings to a total 41 Presbyteries voting For 
Union and 41 voting Against Union. There 
are four Presbyteries yet to vote. 


THE FORMOSA SITUATION 


NASHVILLE—Presbyterian missionary activity 
in Formosa is meeting with great success, par- 
ticularly among the aboriginal people of the moun- 
tain country, but grave problems are constantly 
over-shadowing the work. ‘This was the report 
which was presented here today to the Board of 
World Missions by two Presbyterian missionary 


leaders. 


The Rev. E. H. Johnson, Overseas Secretary 
of the Missions Board for the Presbyterian Church 
of Canada, and Dr. R. E. Fenn, secretary of Over- 
seas Missions for the Presbyterian Church of Eng- 
land, reported to members of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., missions board in bi-monthly ses- 
sion. The two churchmen had just completed a 
six-weeks visit to the threatened island. 


The visitors described a strong Presbyterian 
Church, with 40,000 members and over 400 
churches; a General Assembly which, although 
organized only four years ago, is rapidly making 
itself an effective force in the Christian life of the 
island; and closely cooperating missionary forces 
representing the three Presbyterian Churches from 
as many countries. 


The tensions which surround the missionary ef- 
fort, resulting from war threat and the unsettled 
political situation were also described. 


Ihe future of Formosa has been stabilized by 


evacuation of Chinese Nationalist troops from the 
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Tachen island,” Mr. Johnson stated. ‘This eased 
the threat to Formosa, and it showed the U.S. was 
not bluffing when it stated it would defend the 
island. The feeling now is that Formosa is as 
safe from attack as New York City, if that is say- 
ing anything. 


“Politically, however, the situation is more dif- 
ficult,” the Canadian continued. “The United 
States’ action has made it very difficult for the 
Chinese government to carry out its commitment 
to get back to the mainland. This affects the morale 
of the Nationalist troops, who have been expecting 
to invade the mainland.” 


Both churchmen described some of the tensions 
existing between various language elements in the 
island, as the result of disruptions caused by the 
Communist success in China, and the refugees 
moving to Formosa. 


The English Presbyterians’ missionary effort in 
Formosa is 90 years old, and that for the Canadians 
84 years old. The General Assembly of the Tai- 
wanese Presbyterian Church has set 1964 as the 
year for observance of the centenary of Presby- 
terian work on the island, and has adopted a 
“Double The Church” slogan for that time. A 
strong seminary program is undergirding this ef- 
fort, and there are now 80 ministerial students at- 
tending the Presbyterian seminary. 


English missionaries have worked principally in 
the southern part of the island; the Canadians in 
the northern. Presbyterian, U.S., missionaries who 
have come into Formosa after being driven out of 
the mainland, have concentrated most of their 
efforts in serving the 2,000,000 Mandarin-speaking 
Chinese from the mainland. Some of the Southern 
Church missionaries, however, have been invited to 
cooperate directly in the Canadian and English 
_ fields, and others are cooperating with these two 

sister churches, and with the Taiwanese Church 
itself in carrying on missionary work among the 
mountain people. 


One of the problems which the visitors de- 
scribed is that caused by the flood of missionary 
groups, most of them coming into the country from 
China. More than 60 such groups have moved into 
the island, which was at one time known as a 
Presbyterian island. Many of these have done fine 
work, but some were described as poorly directed 
efforts, and very averse to cooperative work of any 
type. | 


An interesting comment on the state of the 
Church in China came from Dr. Fenn, who had 
also managed a visit to HongKong: In general, 
we found that the reports from the interior of 
Red China are of full churches, and growing 
membership. The cities are nearly all places 
where Christian work continues strongly. The 
report from the rural areas, however, is grim. 
There Christian activity has definitely weak- 
ened, or ceased altogether due to oppression. 
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The vigorous new General Assembly of the 
Taiwanese Presbyterian Church has outlined 
suggestions for relationship of the young church 
and the mother churches. These principles, cov- 
ering the way in which aid to the young church 
may be given in the future have yet to be fully 
worked out and agreed to, but these include: 


1. The General Assembly to ask the \mother 
churches for missionary workers en to 
needs, in terms both of numbers and‘ types of 


missionaries. 


2. The incoming missionaries to register with 
the General Assembly. 


3. The missionaries to receive their appoint- 
ment to fields and work by the General 
Assembly, 


4. The missionaries to have full and equal 
status within the Taiwanese Church as their 
opposite numbers in the General Assembly of 


that church. That is, ministers would have full 


powers enjoyed by ministers in the Taiwanese 
Church; elders would be treated as elders in the 
native Church, etc. 


5. The General Assembly in Formosa to pre- 
pare a budget of needs for requesting aid from 
the mother churches, and to make annual re- 
ports to the mother churches of the work of the 
Church, the use of the missionaries, and of the 
use of funds. 


It is the intent of this plan, the visitors told 
the Southern Presbyterian missionary board, to 
make it possible for a closer integration of the 
native church and the missionary activity, and 
yet to permit the mother churches’ Boards to 
maintain primary control over their missionaries. 


Davidson Commencement Speakers 


Davidson — The Honorable Wilson Martin- 
dale Compton, Ph.D., LL.D., of Pullman, Wash., 
and New York City, an the Rev. Ian Wilson, 
B.D., of Baltimore, Md., will be the speakers for 
Commencement Exercises at Davidson College, 
May 29 and 30. 


Dr. Compton, one of the nation’s outstanding 
economists and administrators, is president of 
the Council for Financial Aid to Education, 
Inc., New York City. Until recently he was 
president of State College of Washington. He 
will deliver the Commencement address on Mon- 
day morning, May 30. 


The Rev. Mr. Wilson, pastor of the Franklin 
Street Presbyterian Church in Baltimore was 
associate professor of Bible at Davidson College 
from 1949 until he accepted the pastorate of 
the Baltimore church last June. He will preach 
the Baccalaureate sermcn cn Svnday morning, 
May 29. 
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REV. O. G. HENRY TRANSFERS 


Richmond, Va. — The Rev. O. G. Henry, 
for the past ten years director of the South- 
western Branch of the Presbyterian Church’s 
Board of Christian Education, at Dallas, has 


resigned the post to accept another position with 


the same Board. He will become Regional Di- 
rector for the church’s educational work in Ten- 
nessee. Effective date of the change will be 
May 1, according to Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, 
executive secretary of the Board, with offices 
in Richmond. 


From the Dallas branch office and its Pres- 
byterian Book Store, Mr. Henry and his staff 
have been serving portions of six southern and 
southwestern states for the Board and its pub- 
lishing house, the John Knox Press. During the 
decade that Mr. Henry has been with the Dallas 
book store, it has increased its volume of busi- 
ness from sales of books and periodicals by 189 


per cent. Dollar volume has jumped from $153,- 
-000 in 1945 to $443,000 last year. During the 


same period the book store has erected a new 
$250,000 building to accommodate its rapidly 
expanding business and is now considering two 
additicnal floors for the building. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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TO THE CONGO 
(From The Midland Reporter-Telegram) 


Announcement has been made by the Board 
of World Missions that Doctor an‘! Mrs. Mel- 
ford S. Dickerson, of Midland, ‘iexas, have 
been appointed medical missionari*; to serve in 
the Belgian Congo. The last eleven years in 
Midland have been good to the Dickersons. The 
doctor has built up a successful medical prac- 
tice, and he and Mrs. Dickerson have estab- 
lished a comfortable home and are engaged 
in varied church, civic and club activities. But 
they leave all this behind in June, for service 
in the foreign field without salaries. They will 
spend two months in Montreat, attending the 
Foreign Mission school of instruction» They 
will spend a year in Belgium studying tropical 
medicine, the French language and colonial 
government, reaching the Congo in the sum- 
mer of 1956. They submitted their applica- 
tions for missionary duty over a year ago. 


Dr. Dickerson is an elder in the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, of Midland. He has a B.A. 
degree from the University of Texas and gradu- 
ated from Baylor University Medical School in 
1939. Following graduation he interned for a 
year in Parkland Hospital, Dallas, where he 
met his wife, a registered nurse. 


Mrs. Dickerson was graduated from Parkland 
Hospital School of Nursing in 1939. She is a 
member of the Texas State Graduate Associa- 
tion; also of the Midland-Ectors-Andrews Medi- 
cal Auxiliary, and of the Doctors’ Wives Club. 
She taught a Sunday School Class and was presi- 
dent of the Women of the Church at West- 
minster during its first year. Last February she 
was chairman of the School of World Missions. 

The Dickersons have three children, Wayne 
13, Linda 9 and Donna 7. They will accompany 
their parents to the foreign field. 


WORLD MISSION RECEIPTS 


Budget for 1955... $3,050,000.00 
Receipts to date 396,904.25 
Percentage of annual budget 

cor 12.525, 
Balance needed for 1955 2,680,095.75 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer. 


Davidson Honor Students 


Davidson — Two seniors and six juniors of 
the Davidson College student body have been 
elected to membership in Phi Beta Kappa, hon- 
orary scholastic fraternity. 


The eight men are J]. Roy Davis, Floyd 
Feeney, Linny Baker, Maurice Crouse, ]. Brown 
Goehring, William Kuykendall, Jas.n  Mce- 
Manus, and Clyde Robinson. 
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SCRIPTURES IN 1.084 LANGUAGES 


Some part of the Bible has been published in 
1,084 languages and dialects as of December 31, 
1954, according to a statement issued by the 
American Bible Society. 


Languages in which the whole Bible has 


been published 206 
Languages in which a complete Testa- : 
ment has been published — 260 


Languages in which at least a Gospel c or 
other whole book has been published 618 


Total languages in which some part of 
the Bible has been published 
Six languages last year received the whole 
Bible for the first time: Africa — Ndonga, 
Ngala (Bangala), Ruanda, Maltese, 
(Pakistan) , Cambodian. 
New Testaments were published for 


time in: South America — Aymara\ (Peru) 
Ecuadorean Quechua. Africa—Baouli, Nyerma, 
Kipsigis, Ngambai, Red Bobo, Malo} (New 


Scriptures were published for the firs 
in 1954 in Bandi, Liberia; Bobo: Red, 
West Africa; Kom, Assam; Tagaba-oa, a Philip- 
pine Island dialect and in three Peruvian dia- 


lects: Ayacucho Quechua, Junin Quechua and 


Shipibo. 

There are some 80 additional languages in 
which short passages or collections of passages 
have been published, but in which no complete 
book of the Bible has appeared. 


Dr. E. C. Seott’s Additional Honors 

Atlanta, Ga. — Dr. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk 
of the General Assembly, Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., today was installed as chairman of the 
Advisory Committee of the Southern Office of 
the National Council of Churches. 

Dr. Scott succeeds Dr. Herman L. Turner, 
pastor of the Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. A., of Atlanta, and will serve a three year 
term as chairman. 


Dr. Turner, now past-chairman and Dr. Ed- 
ward Mackay, secretary, and District Superin- 
tendent of the Oxford District of the Methodist 
Church, were also installed in the service, with 
the charges to the new officers being given by 
Dr. J. Quinter Miller, the Assistant General Sec- 
retary of the National Council. 


The committee which Doctor Scott heads 
is composed of 65 representatives from partici- 
pating denominations in nine Southern states. 
These include Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Tennessee. The committee 
meets twice annually in Atlanta, and does its 
work through the Southern Office, of which the 
Rev. J. Edward Lantz is director. 
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“SERMONS FROM SCIENCE” 
MOODY Full Color. Late Releases: 
“The Prior Claim,” “The Stones Cry Out’’ 
Also For The 

VBS Moody's New “CHILDREN’S BIBLE 
STORIES.” 12¥%2 Min. $6.00. Full Color. 
CONCORDIA, ‘This Is The Life” Films 
“FAMILY FILMS, Inc.,’’ The Living Bible Films 
FILMSTRIPS in Color for Rent, $100. 


Send For Our Audio Visual Catalog — Quick Service 


BIBLE BOOK CENTER 


NEW LITTLE MISSIONARIES 


Born in Korea, February 15, Marian Petrie 
Mitchell, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. H. Petrie Mit- 
chell. Mr. Mitchell is the Business Manager 
of the Korea Mission. 

* * * 

Born in the Belgian Congo, March 27, Mary 
Katherine McKee, daughter of Rev. & Mrs. 
Charles T. McKee. This is the second McKee 
generation to be born in our African mission. 


PHILIPPINE EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 


The recent earthquakes in the Island of Mindanao 
in the Philippines caused untold damage and left thou- 
sands homeless. Early reports listed 323 dead among 
the victims. Acting at once in this tragic emergency © 
Church World Service sent in food and clothing. “It is 
another instance of help for distressed people,’ states 
Rev. Paul B. Freeland, Secretary of Overseas Relief 
and Inter-Church Aid of the Board of World Missions, 
“carrying out our policy of sending assistance through 
Church World Service, the official Protestant channel.” 

“I am happy to report that 5,000 Ibs. of dried milk 
and 90 bales of light clothing were sent immediately 
from Hong Kong, with more to follow. Church World 
Service in New York sent 500,000 vitamin tablets and 
125,000 sulfadiazine tablets, on request of the Protestant 
Relief Committee of the Philippines in Manila. In 
response to a further request for a varied list of foods, 
$10,000 of CROP funds have been made available for 
purchases in Manila to save transportation time.” 


; ORS 


AguINAS ON NATuRE AND Grace. A. M. 

Fairweather. Westminster Press. $5.00. 


Thomas Aquinas was a nobleman’s son from 
the region between Rome and Naples. He 
became a monk against the wishes of his par- 


ents and was by his Dominican superiors 


picked out for study and teaching. He was 
trained by Albertus Magnus and taught in 
Paris and Italy. He died in 1274, perhaps not 
yet fifty years of age. 


The name of Aquinas is usually associated 
with high scholasticism. The chief theological 
work of the whole Middle Ages came from the 
pen of Aquinas. That work was called, “The 
Sum Of Theology.” He put into a cohesive 
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system the extensive learning of his teacher 
Albertus Magnus. Aquinas was recognized as 
a myriad-minded man and was consulted on 
all kinds of problems of both church and state. 
He produced a number of valuable writings 
besides his “Summa.” What gives special inter- 
est to his system of theology is its continuing 
influence in the Roman Catholic Church. In 
1879, Pope Leo XIII made his work the basis 
for modern theological instruction. 


Aquinas held that the truths that reason can 
discover are inadequate and must be supple- 
mented by revelation. This revelation is con- 
tained in the Bible as interpreted by the 
Church. Although its revealed truths must be 
accepted by faith on authority, they cannot 
contradict reason since it also is from God. With 
respect to the great doctrines of the Trinity, 
and the Person of Christ, Aquinas agreed with 


the Ancient Church and followed St. Augustine 


in teaching the doctrine of predestination. 


Furthermore, .\quinas maintained that the 
vision of God is man’s highest good. With his 
natural powers man could practice the natural 
virtues of prudence, justice, courage, and. self- 
control. But God gave Adam a_super-added 
gift and virtue by which he could attain to 
the vision of God and the practice of the three 
virtues of faith, hope and love. This super- 
added gift man lost in the fall but the capacity 
for the natural virtues he retained although 
his capacitities in the fall were turned to lower 
aims. 


As we read trom this volume we find that 
though Aquinas is indeed a great stimulating 
theologian, he did the Church a dis-service in 
finding in his svstem room for a number of 
novelties in Christian teaching which had 
sprung up on the/basis of the practice of the 
Church. While appreciating many of the fine 
insights of Aquinas, the Protestant theologian 


‘ledge and also in the 
field of ethics. He had too high a notion of 
the moral consciousness of fallen man. 


The representative selections in this volume 
taken from five parts of the “Summa” clearly 
indicate the theological method of Aquinas and 
sets forth the major doctrines in his system of 
theology. 


This volume alfords a great opportunity to 
enter into the massive theological structure of 
Thomistic Theology. It should be especially 
helpful to modern theologians who ignore or 
deny the justice of God. Aquinas shows the 
justice of God is a real part of His nature 
and consists in rendering to every creature what 
is his due according to his nature. 
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THE DocrrinE OF JUSTIFICATION. James Bu- 
chanan. Baker Book House. $4.95. 


This volume remains to this day one of 
the finest works on this great subject. Buchanan 
had a profound acquaintance with the history 
of the doctrine of justification and was a master 
in presenting the scriptural foundations for this 
Christian doctrine. He was*one of the most 
gifted and heart-moving preachers in the church 
of Scotland. This work represents the second 
series of the “CUNNINGHAM LECTURES.” For com- 
prehensiveness and liveliness of presentation, 
few volumes on this subject can equal Buchan- 
an’s work. 


NOTES FOR FUNERAL Occasions. William P. 
Van Woik. Baker Book-House. $2.00. 


This book contains regular sermon notes and 
suggestive outlines that are prepared to be of 
help to broken and sorrowing hearts. These 
messages can be of aid in comforting many of 
God's bereaved people. 


The Committee on Cooperation 
and Union Must Be Dissolved 


Paul D. Hastings—Reidsville, N. C. 


Although the proposed Plan of Union has 
been defeated, there are no indications that the 
pro-union leaders are going to allow our Church 
to have any peace on the issue. They have 
stated publicly that they hope to send another 
Plan of Union down to the presbyteries for a 
vote within three to five years, which means 
that they would have to continue to work for 
Union in every way possible. 


Since Union has been defeated. so badly and 
the overwhelming majority of the members of 
our Church have clearly indicated that they are 
opposed to Union, what gives the pro-union 
leaders any hopes of being able to submit an- 
other Plan of Union within such a short period 
of time? There IS ONLY ONE WAY IN 
WHICH IT CAN BE DONE, AND THAT 
IS TO KEEP IN EXISTENCE IN ONE FORM 
OR ANOTHER, THE PRESENT COMMIT- 
TEE ON COOPERATION AND UNION SO 


THIS COMMITTEE CAN CONTINUE IN 


THE FUTURE, AS IT HAS DONE IN THE 
PAST, TO USE THE MACHINERY, PRO- 
GRAMS, AND GIFTS OF THE ENTIRE - 
CHURCH TO PROMOTE THE PRO-UNION 
CAUSE. 


Those who are opposed to Union are well 
aware of this fact as they have watched this 
Committee function in recent years to spear- 
head the entire union movement in our Church. 
Here is an illustration. The 1948 General As- 
sembly meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, with the 
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leaders of both sides of the Union issue agreeing 
to it, declared a five-year moratorium in which 
neither side was to work for or against Union 
in order that the members of our Church could 


devote their full time to the completion of - 


the Program of Progress then before the Church. 


I was a Commissioner to the 1952 General 
Assembly which met in Charleston, West Vir- 
ginia. The Committee on Cooperation and 
Union made the following recommendations 
to this Assembly, all of which were adopted. 
Keep in mind that this took place during a 
five-year moratorium on the Union issue during 
which time the pro-union leaders had agreed 
NOT TO WORK FOR UNION. These rec- 
ommendations were as follows: 


1. To INSTRUCT the Departments of 
Evangelism and Stewardship of our Church to 
enter into a joint co-operative effort with the 
same departments of the Northern and United 
- Presbyterian Churches. (It is hard to conceive 
of any Committee recommending to the Gen- 
eral Assembly that it INSTRUCT two major 
Departments of our Church to enter into a 
joint effort with two other denominations 
WITHOUT FIRST DISCUSSING THE MAT- 
TER WITH THE HEADS OF THESE DE- 
PARTMENTS TO SEE IF 1T WAS WISE 
AND FOR THE BEST INTEREST OF OUR 
CHURCH, BUT THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT 
THIS COMMITTEE ON COOPERATION 
AND UNION DID IN HIS CASE.) 


2. That a Plan of simultaneous pulpit ex- 
change among the Southern, Northern, and 
United Presbyterian Churches be effected. 


3. That a Joint Committee on Chaplains be 
created, to consist of two persons from each of 
the three Churches, to work out a plan of ad- 
ministration if the way be clear. 


4. That the General Assembly recommend 
to the Presbyteries and Synods that committees 
on cooperation and union be established where 
they do not now exist. | 


5. That the compilation of all avenues of 
acquaintance and cooperation already adopted 
by the Committees of the three churches be 
printed in some suitable form for distribution 
as widely as possible in the three Churches; 
and that the Stated Clerks of the three General 
Assemblies transmit them at least to every com- 
mittee on cooperation and union, through the 
Stated Clerks of presbyteries and synods, and to 
women’s organizations through presbyterial 
presidents. 


Although the above recommendations would 
be bringing us step by step closer to organic 
Union, they were defended by the pro-union 
leaders on the grounds that they were merely 
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“exploring avenues ol acquaintance” AND 
NOT WORKING FOR UNION. Such “ec- 
clesiastical politics” has tended to destroy the 
confidence which the members should have in 
the leadership of the Church. 


One of the main arguments of the pro-union 
leaders in pressing for a vote, was that the 
Church be given an opportunity to express it- 
self on the issue. THE CHURCH HAS EX- 
PRESSED ITSELF, and clearly indicated that 
the overwhelming majority of the members of 
the Church at the grass roots are opposed to 
Union. It is both proper and Christian that 
this committee be dissolved COMPLETELY so 
that there will be peace in our Church on the 
issue which will enable all the members to 
devote their full time, energies, and gifts to 
supporting the Forward With Christ Program 
now before our Church. 


The members of our Church are not going 
to sit idly by and watch this Committee on 
Cooperation and Union continue to use the 
machinery, programs, and gifts of the entire 
Church to promote Union under the GUISE 
OF COOPERATION BUT WILL BE COM- 
PELLED TO PROTEST WITH EVERY 
MEANS AT THEIR DISPOSAL. Changing the 
name of the Committee but allowing it to re- 
main in existence will not deceive anyone. “A 
rose under any other name will smell just as 
sweet.” 


The February 27, 1955 issue of the Nashville 
Tennessean contains an article covering an in- 
terview with Rev. Wade Boggs, the present 
Moderator of our Church. It states: 


“Boggs listed three moves concerning unifica- 
tion which he said he expected to come up 
before the next General Assembly: 


1. A move to abolish the committee on co- 
operation and union, which presented the de- 
feated union plan. I doubt if this move will 
succeed. 


2. A move to resubmit the defeated plan for 
immediate reconsideration. I believe this will 
also fail. 


3. Since something between these two ex- 
tremes will likely prevail, I think either the 
present cooperation and union committee will 
be continued or a new committee will be cre- 
ated with a view toward launching another 
union move after three to five years.” 


The issue is clear-cut and must be faced by 
the members of our Church, and you should 
discuss this subject with the Commissioners to 
the coming General Assembly from your pres- 
bytery and let them know your views so that 
they will have a clear understanding of all that 
is involved in this most important matter. 
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